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Welcome to the LSNJLAWSM website, provided by Legal Services of New Jersey (LSNJ). LSNJ is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit offering free civil legal assistance to low-income people in New Jersey. Find legal information by clicking on a legal topic or typing a few words into the search box.












LSNJ Publications

LSNJ publishes a legal education newsletter, Looking Out for Your Legal Rights®, and a series of legal information manuals in English and in Spanish to help you understand the law and your legal rights and responsibilities. Subscribe to our communication alerts to receive publication updates by email.
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LEGAL HANDBOOKS AND MANUALS
Criminal Charges and Convictions
 Electronic Filing for Expungement Pro Se 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Clearing Your Record: A Six-Step Guide to Expunging Criminal Records in New Jersey 

This guide provides basic information on how to clear—"expunge"—various types of adult and juvenile records in New Jersey. It includes information to help you determine whether you are eligible for expungement, guidance on gathering your records, and directions on how to file your application. The manual is intended for those who do not have the help of a lawyer.

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






Family and Relationships
 Termination of Parental Rights: A Handbook for Parents 

LSNJ wrote this handbook to help parents when the Division of Child Protection and Permanency, DCP&P (formerly the Division of Youth and Family Services, DYFS) takes legal action to terminate (end) their parental rights to their children. This handbook contains information about the law and legal process that apply to you as a defendant parent being sued by DCP&P in a termination of parental rights case.

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Divorce in New Jersey: A Self-Help Guide 

Divorce in New Jersey: A Self-Help Guide is accurate as of the date it was last revised—January 2019.

Divorce in New Jersey: A Self-Help Guide (read the instructions):
English 
Español

Divorce in New Jersey: A Self-Help Guide (order instructions and forms): 
Order in English 
Order in Español




 Child Abuse and Neglect: A guide for parents involved in child abuse or neglect cases in New Jersey 

Legal Services of New Jersey wrote this handbook to help parents when the Division of Child Protection and Permanency (formerly DYFS) files a court case to place their children in foster care based on claims that the parents have abused or neglected their children. This handbook will help parents understand the things they must do to try to reunite with their children as soon as possible.

 View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Domestic Violence: A Guide to the Legal Rights of Domestic Violence Victims in New Jersey 


This handbook explains the major provisions of New Jersey law about domestic violence and suggests some of the measures you can take to protect yourself from abuse, including using the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act to get a restraining order to keep the abuser away.

View PDF file in the following languages:

English
Español
Portuguese 
Haitian Creole
Korean
Arabic
Hindi 








Housing
 Foreclosure—A Self-Help Guide to Saving Your Home 
This manual is being revised. If you have questions about foreclosure, please apply for help online or call our statewide legal hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529).






 Tenants' Rights in New Jersey 

Tenants' Rights in New Jersey is LSNJ's guide to landlord-tenant law for New Jersey residents. The manual includes chapters on finding a place to live, security deposits, leases, rent increases, the responsibilities of landlords and tenants, legal and illegal evictions, condo and co-op conversions, and the right to safe and decent housing.

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






Victims of Crime
 Your Legal Rights to Be Free from Dating Violence and Harassment  

Violence or harassment in a current or former romantic relationship is called “dating violence and harassment.” This guide has been created to help you identify when behavior in a relationship crosses the line from an unhealthy relationship to illegal behavior and to know what you can do to protect yourself under the law.

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español
Korean






 Civil Legal Protections in New Jersey for Survivors of Sexual Violence 

Sexual violence cases may be brought in civil, criminal, or municipal court. This handbook will focus on protections and other benefits available to victims of sexual violence under New Jersey’s civil law.

 View PDF file in the following languages:
English 
Español








INFORMATIONAL FLYERS (in multiple languages)
Consumer, Credit, and Debt Issues
 Know Your Rights! Wage Garnishment 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español 






Courts
 Know Your Legal Rights!: Fines and Fees in Municipal Court 

View PDF file in the following languages:

English

Español







Criminal Charges and Convictions
 Know Your Rights!: Automated Expungement for Marijuana and Hashish-Related Cases 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español





 Clearing Your Record Online 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español








Family and Relationships
 Five Common Child Welfare Myths—False Messages Given to Kinship Caregivers Seeking Licensure and Placement of Children 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 How to Prepare for a Domestic Violence Restraining Order Risk Assessment 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Creating a Domestic Violence Safety Plan 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Supporting and Preserving Families—Housing Instability Is Not Child Abuse or Neglect! 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Supporting and Preserving Families—Poverty Is Not Child Abuse or Neglect! 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 LSNJ Domestic Violence Resources 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English

Español









Government Aid and Services
 Legal Services of New Jersey Interpreter Services 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English






 Know Your Welfare Rights!: Appealing a Welfare Decision 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Know Your Welfare Rights!: Applying – Are you Applying for Welfare? 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Know Your Welfare Rights!: Domestic Violence 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Know Your Welfare Rights!: Sanctions 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Know Your Welfare Rights!: Welfare to Work Program 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Your Right to an Interpreter 

Your Right to an Interpreter View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español
Portuguese
Korean 
Arabic
French





 NJ SNAP Benefits Changes —What You Need to Know 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 SNAP Eligibility for College Students 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Voting in New Jersey 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Applying For FEMA Assistance (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español 






 SBA Disaster Assistance Loans for Homeowners and Renters 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Know Your Rights: WFNJ and EA Time Limits 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español




 Maximizing SNAP Benefits: Medical Deductions 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 SNAP Food Assistance: Immigrants and SNAP Benefits 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español








Health Care
 Medicaid Fair Hearing Process 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English

Español







 Health Care Coverage Options for College Students in New Jersey 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English

Español









Housing
 Know Your Rights Against Illegal Evictions! 

View PDF file in the following languages: 
English
Español
Portuguese
Haitian Creole






 Legal Services of New Jersey Housing Stability Initiative 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 Are you at risk of being evicted? 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español








School and Learning
 Know Your Educational Rights! 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español







Taxes
 Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español
Portuguese







Utilities
 Are you struggling with your water or wastewater bills? LIHWAP can help! 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español








Victims of Crime
 Survivors of Sexual Violence Community Legal Education Materials 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español






 LSNJ PROTECT (1-844-576-5776)—For Victims of Trafficking 

View PDF file in the following languages:
English
Español
Portuguese
Haitian Creole
Russian 
Polish 
Hindi 
Korean 
Chinese (Simplified) 
Arabic
French









SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLKIT
LSNJLAWSM Free Hotline
View PDF file in:
English
Español


LSNJ Legal Rights Publications
View PDF file in:
English
Español


LSNJLAWSM Legal Education Website
View PDF file in:
English
Español


Looking Out newsletter order form
View PDF file in:
English
Español


Stay in Touch Flyer
View PDF file in:
English



Support Our Work!
View PDF file in:
English








Legal Services of New Jersey
P.O. Box 1357
Edison, NJ 08818-1357
Contact Us


Regional Programs
Northeast New Jersey Legal Services

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey

Essex-Newark Legal Services

Central Jersey Legal Services

South Jersey Legal Services



Statewide Legal Assistance Hotline
Call or apply online for free legal assistance:
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529)
www.lsnjlawhotline.org



Use of this website signifies your agreement to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy


SUPPORT OUR WORK

Other LSNJ websites:www.lsnj.org

www.probononj.org

www.njejla.org

 









